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THE GRACE
MESSENGER

1889 - 2025

Connect with us on the web: graceluth.com
stlukesomaha.org
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October	Worship	Services	will	
be	held	at	St.	Luke’s	Lutheran,	
2315	I	Street

St. Luke’s

Echo
1905 - 2025

Grow, Love, Serve
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The Fall months are now beginning. Early on my 
ministry, I was approached by a colleague who had 
the responsibility of engaging faith communities in the 

effort to provide funding for persons experiencing hunger. I recall 
working with him to start a fund-raising effort here in Omaha with a 
CROP Walk. Unfortunately, this volunteer effort stopped its work here 
about ten years ago.

The concern for persons experiencing hunger has not abated, though. 
Our weekly pantry at Grace serves people each week with food donated 
from Trader Joes and Whole Foods. This effort is important when each 
week we give away all that we receive. Many of those who receive this 
food express their thanks each week.

In listening to other providers, the word is much the same. There are 
more people coming for food assistance now. A couple weeks ago, I 
received a statistical report from the Coalition on Human Needs. In that 
report, the percent of people reporting their households sometimes or 
often did not have enough to eat in the past 7 days increased from 8 
percent in 2021 to 12 percent in 2024. This is heartbreaking news in the 
richest country in the world.

The citizens advocacy group, Bread for the World, continues to be at the 
forefront of the movement to end hunger, uniting communities and 
championing advocacy that delivers lasting change for people 
experiencing hunger, both in the United States and around the world.

As you heard during this summer, Congress passed a budget bill that 
will increase hunger in the United States and will harm children, families 
and vulnerable adults in our communities.

Con$nued…..

Bread for World invites us to take part in action around World Food 
Day, October 16. They invite our participation in one – or all – of the 
following:

1.     Pray: Join us in ongoing prayer for a change in national 
priorities and an end to hunger.

2.     Act: Participate in an Offering of Letters to Congress. These 
letters will make a difference and will let our elected leaders 
know that we believe we can – and should – make decisions 
that help children and families experiencing hunger.

3.     Give: Make a special donation in honor of World Food Day to 
support this ongoing work of Bread for the World. It can be 
done online at Bread.org/Give.

We will also have an opportunity to donate non-perishable goods for 
Loaves and Fishes Pantry.

Thanks for your help in addressing the food needs of many in our 
community.

Pastor Laaker

Dear	Pastor	Laaker	and	friends	~

Thank	you	so	much	for	hosting	us	in	August!	We	appreciate	all	you	did	to	
make	us	feel	welcome	and	really	enjoyed	the	Service	and	wonderful	meal.	
It	was	so	nice	to	meet	you	and	I	look	forward	to	setting	up	a	date	in	2026.

Blessings,	Teresa
Crossroads	Connection



Transition
Team

2025 Transition Team

Vicki Cox Frank Durham Sarah Emery 
Vicki Hall Janet Hula Nancy Klusaw
John Kolb Andrea Spahr Brenda Spahr 
Connie Tefft Pastor Laaker
**********************************************
Officers Serving the Congregation:
Financial Secretary: Janet Hula    Treasurer: Nancy Klusaw

Grace / St. Luke’s Lutheran
Transition Team Notes - September 9, 2025

The meeting opened at 5:34 p.m. with a gathering of prayers for 
individuals and communities. For the victims of the recent school shooting. 
Some personal requests, ongoing struggles in the world and folks dealing 
with fear and uncertainty.
 
Devotions were shared from the Daily Texts.
 
From the “I Am A Follower” book – discussions were shared around two 
questions: What is the business that we are to be in? How are you doing in 
sharing that business? Please continue to reflect. Read pages 126-134 for next 
month.
 
Financial Secretary and Treasurer reports were received and accepted.
 
Shared future considerations:
Transition team discussed many ideas on the best way for our congregation to 
share the business we are called to be. This led to a conversation about connection 
for God’s Work, Our Hands. It was felt the strongest connection may be in 
forming a partnership with Nebraska Nursing Home. 
 
Reports:

The AC unit at St. Luke’s has been repaired.
Workforce Solutions willing to share so that we can eliminate dumpster.
The roof at Grace has a leak and will need repaired.
Electrical work needed at Grace to repair the building exhaust fan.

Continued…

Stewardship	

Grow – 
1.     A Bible Study in the book of Acts will be scheduled every 

Monday in October at 5:30pm. This will be at St. Luke’s.
2.     Confirmation classes will begin on September 10th.
3.     Fall Stewardship Emphasis will be “We Say Yes.”

 
Love – 

1.     Pantry needs an additional driver to deliver donations from 
Trader Joe’s to Grace on Sunday mornings. 

2.     God’s Work, Our Hands – we plan to deliver cookies and 
interact with residents at Nebraska Nursing Home.

3.     Thank you notes were shared from Crossroads and Grace 
Lutheran Church in New Orleans.

4.     A Google Review was shared, from an individual grateful the 
space was available outside of church services.

 
Serve – 

1.     Thrivent Fall Effort – Fall Food Shelf Challenge – 500 food 
items need to be collected, then Thrivent will give $500 to the 
pantry. 

2.     Ideas were discussed for a grant through Immanuel Vision 
Foundation. 

3.     The first reading of the school year has taken place at Liberty 
and Spring Lake.  

4.     Mission Field Nebraska is hosting a fundraiser for multiple 
organizations, including San Andrés, on September 28th 2:00 
– 4:00 pm at Glacial Till Cider House & Tasting Room, 
Ashland, NE.

5.     Personal Care Kits will be assembled November 2nd following 
worship service. All are invited to help with the assembly.

6.     Information was shared regarding Omaha City Ordinance 
44395. Local elected officials are considering a new ordinance 
which would allow law enforcement to ticket, fine, and arrest 
people experiencing homelessness in Omaha. If you feel this 
measure is unnecessary, expensive, counterproductive and 
cruel, please call your council member or the mayor’s hotline. 

 

Meeting was closed in prayer at 7:06 p.m.



And in their prayers for you their hearts will 
go out to you, because of the surpassing grace 
God has given you.

2 Corinthians 9:14

Please keep in your prayers the individuals listed below who have health 
issues and concerns:

Marcia Beck Vicki Cox
June Hilmer Richard Krambeck
Samuel Mantzaris Carolyn Matson
Ed Nodean Pam Reents
Marilyn Van Ormer
The family of Dee Nielsen

Pray for wisdom for your Church Transition Team at St. Luke’s and 
Grace Lutheran.

Pray for the Council Members. Ask God to bless their ministry among us. 
Pray for strength and spiritual wisdom for the leaders in the local church and 
the Nebraska Synod:

Pastor Damon Laaker, Grace and St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Bishop Scott Johnson, Nebraska Synod
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Bishop
Bishop elect, Rev. Yehiel Curry

Pray for the Sudanese community in general. Charles Tuw, Moses Loda, 
John Boato, Barnaba Dyedi and Nenchi Ilka are the elders for the Sudanese 
Worshiping Community.

Let’s encourage each other as we see God’s hand in answering our prayers.

Pray for our Shut-ins and Nursing Home residents:

Vicki Cox - Home
Richard Krambeck - Trinity Villiage, Papillion
Rev. Terry Nielsen - Echo Hills
Marilyn Van Ormer - Home

All	of	our	homebound	enjoy	receiving	mail,	if	you	would	like	to	brighten	
their	day,	please	call	the	church	ofJice	for	any	addresses	you	need.		
Blessings!

Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and his 
plea for mercy, Lord my God. Hear the cry and the 
prayer that your servant is praying in your presence 
this day.

1 Kings 8:28

For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:10

Thank you Mary for your weekly dedication running the recording 
equipment every Sunday during worship service. 

Thank you Jean, Miriam, Rod, and Robin for sharing your music 
ministry with us and providing such beautiful music during worship 
services.

Thank you Donna, Ron, and Brenda for taking care of the altar, and 
preparing communion.

Thank you Arlone, Cindy, Janice, and Vicki for participating in the 
readings during worship services in September.

Thank you Greg, Janet and Ron for your weekly dedication for greeting 
people at the door, entering the sanctuary, and ushering during worship 
service.

Thank you Sara for your dedication in preparing the Bible Study and 
sharing your ministry every month in the Newsletter.

Thank you Janet, Rose Marie, John, Donna, Ron, Connie and Bob for 
your faithful dedication in helping assemble the monthly newsletter! 

Thank you to all those that help keep both church grounds neat by 
picking up trash around the churches.

Thank you Alma for keeping both Grace and St. Luke’s clean and so 
welcoming to everyone who enters. 

Thank you to all Loaves and Fishes Pantry Volunteers; for delivering 
food items on Sunday mornings, unloading and putting foods items 
away until Monday mornings, getting everything ready for Mondays 
and in greeting and serving all with smiles, care and love!



Artwork	by	Daniel	Erlander	Reprinted	with	permission

Lutheran	Women	of	Omaha
Tuesday,	April	9,	2024	

12:00	Noon

Join	us	at	Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church,	2650	
Farnam	St.

Cost:	$3.00;	Bring	your	own	lunch,	drinks	and	dessert	will	
be	provided.		

Guest	speaker	is	Jane	Erdenberger	with	Omaha	Public	School	Board	of	
Education.	Free	will	offering	will	be	directed	to	Omaha	Public	School	
Foundation.

Call	Mardelle	Gocek	at	402-292-1328	by	Sunday,	April	7,	to	reserve	your	

						This	month,	we	look	at	two	places	in	St.	
Paul's	Jirst	letter	to	the	church	at	Corinth.	
These	passages	are	1Cor.	1:4-9	and	a	single	verse,	1Cor.	16:13.	Together,	
they	urge	believers	to	be	steadfast	in	the	faith,	brave,	and	strong.	As	always,	
the	message	is	for	us,	as	well.	There	isn't	anything	new	or	different	here.	
Paul	encourages	early	Christians	to	be	faithful,	strong,	and	pure	in	many	
places.	For	instance,	see	Romans	14:22,	2Cor.	6:2ff,	Philippians	1:10,	and	
1Timothy	6:12.	I	think	of	them	as	Paul's	"hang	on,	baby!"	verses.	

					Only	one	problem	pops	up:	I	am	not	brave,	steadfast,	or	strong!	Are	you?	
I	certainly	don't	feel	any	of	that	in	me!	So,	where	is	it	to	come	from?	The	
word	"steadfast"	always	reminds	me	of	God's	steadfast	love.	In	the	RSV,	any	
time	you	read	the	words	"steadfast	love",	you	can	know	that	below	those	
words	is	the	Hebrew	"hesed	emeth",	a	phrase	rich	in	meaning.	It	
encompasses	both	the	gentle	tenderness	of	God's	love	for	each	of	us,	and	
the	justice,	righteousness,	and	majesty	of	God's	covenantal	Jidelity.	

					And	that	reminds	me	of	the	Arabic	"sumud",	which	could	also	be	
translated	as	"steadfastness.”	Sumud	is	what	Palestinians	have	
demonstrated	for	over	seventy-Jive	years	as	they	hang	on,	endure,	persist,	
and	go	on	living,	under	immense	persecution,	suffering,	and	in	mortal	
danger	from	the	powers	of	this	world,	concretized	in	the	resolute	hate	of	
Israel	and	its	leaders,	both	in	Gaza	and	the	West	Bank.	The	conditions	of	

Stewardship	

Our theme will be “We Say Yes!

In 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 we read these words: Think of us in this way, as servants 
of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards 
that they be found trustworthy.

Saying “Yes” to God is risky. A sensible person simply wouldn’t do it. Think 
about it. The prayer that many of us hear in church on Pentecost goes like this: 
“God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you sent upon the disciples the 
promised gift of the Holy Spirit, look upon your Church and open our hearts to 
the power of the Spirit. Kindle in us the fire of your love, and strengthen our 
lives for service in your kingdom . . .”

That’s a very nice prayer. Who can argue with “open our hearts” and 
“strengthen our lives”? The prayer asks very large things in very comfortable 
phrases. Certainly, this prayer lets us sound like we are saying “Yes” to God—
but without taking any unnecessary chances.

But what if our Pentecost prayer went more like this: Lord, grab me out of my 
safe life and compel me to heal and teach and reveal your love so powerfully 
that I am scorned by the complacent, feared by the unjust, and hated by the evil 
one.

We probably would not want to pray like that.

The earliest stories in Scripture establish human accountability. The story of the 
fall turns on God’s questions to God’s erring creatures: “Where are you?” and 
“What have you done?” Adam and Eve broke the limits of freedom that God 
had established, and they were called to account. Similarly, the story of Cain 
and Abel establishes another accountability for humankind. The center of the 
story is God’s question to Cain, “Where is your brother?” And Cain’s response, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” is answered with a resounding, “Yes,” as Cain is 
held to account for his action against his brother. Fundamental to being human 
beings created in the image of God, is that we are accountable to God. God 
continues to call out the questions: “Where are you? What have you done? 
Where is your brother?”

Though it may seem that Scripture is full of judgments, it is filled even more 
with the story of God’s love, God’s choosing, and God’s gifts and promises. 
Indeed, promises abound.

Continued…..  

We	Say	Yes!	 If a promise is a “Yes,” then God can be called a “Yes”-saying God, because the 
God of Scripture is indeed a promising God. The Bible continually tells of 
God’s promises, God’s intention to keep God’s promises, and God’s fulfillment 
of those promises.

Promises are fundamental to God’s action toward and on behalf of people 
(Psalm 126:2). In Scripture, a promise is never casual; it is always relational, 
always forward looking (1 Corinthians 1:20), and always of benefit to the 
recipient of the promise (Psalm 18:30). In addition, because the promises of 
God are dependable (Joshua 23:14; 2 Samuel 22:2-3; 1 Kings 8:20; 1 Peter 2:9; 
Hebrews 10:23), they form the basis of hope (Jeremiah 29:10-11).

We can count on God’s promises and act on those promises knowing that what 
we do, what we share and what we donate are part of the relationship with 
Christ and our community. 

Let us Say Yes to our support of the ministry we share in Christ.

Continued……



“988”	The	Nation’s	Mental	Health	Hotline

“988”	has	been	activated	as	the	new	three-digit	mental	health	program	
hotline.	In	2020	the	Federal	Communication	Commission	designated	
“988”	as	the	new	help	number	and	Congress	funded	it.	Anyone	who	needs	
help	with	their	mental	health,	particularly	people	in	crisis	or	those	
struggling	with	mental	health	issues,	should	call	this	number.	Operators	
speak	both	English	and	Spanish	and	have	access	to	interpreters	with	over	
150	languages.

When	people	call,	text,	or	chat	988,	they	will	be	connected	to	trained	
counselors	that	are	part	of	the	existing	National	Suicide	Prevention	
Lifeline	network.	These	trained	counselors	will	listen,	understand	how	
their	problems	are	affecting	them,	provide	support,	and	connect	them	to	
resources	if	necessary.

The	current	Lifeline	phone	number	(1-800-273-8255)	will	always	remain	
available	to	people	in	emotional	distress	or	suicidal	crisis,	even	after	988	
is	launched	nationally.	

Website:	suicidepreventionlifeline.org		and		988lifeline.org

St.	Luke’s	Mary	Circle	will	meet	on	Thursday,	
October	9,	2025	at	9:30	am	in	the	Educational	
Unit	for	fellowship	and	Bible	Study.	Teri	Durham	
will	have	devotions,	Karen	Chapman	will	give	the	
lesson	and		serve	as	hostess.	Everyone	is	welcome	
to	come	join	in	the	learning,	conversation	and	
refreshments.

Mary’s

their	existence	are	so	harsh	and	demeaning	that	it	is	an	act	of	resistance	to	
evil	simply	to	go	on	living,	and	not	to	leave	their	homeland.	They	
desperately	need	our	prayer,	our	spoken	support	for	their	right	to	live	in	
peace	and	with	dignity	in	their	own	land,	and	our	donations	to	feed	the	
children	of	Gaza.	I	am	often	amazed	and	awed	when	I	hear	Palestinian	
speakers	relate	tales	of	their	lives	in	Palestine,	and	of	the	faith,	both	
Christian	and	Muslim,	which	is	bedrock	for	their	struggle.

					Let	us	look	more	closely	at	1Cor.	1:	4-9	for	answers	to	'where	is	it	to	
come	from?'	Verse	four	begins,	"	I	never	stop	thanking	God..."	Of	course!	It	
all	begins	with	God,	through	Jesus.	Verse	Jive	speaks	of	our	witness	to	God,	
which	we	are	all	called	to	do.	Verses	six	to	eight	point	to	what	we	are	
waiting	for,	and	when.	How	do	you	read	that?	And	they	promise	that	..."he	
will	keep	you	steady	and	without	blame".	Good,	because,	if	it	all	depends	
on	me,	I'm	sunk!	If	it	all	depends	on	God,	then	I	can	hope	-	because,	verse	
nine	tells	us,	God	has	joined	us	to	Christ,	and	God	is	faithful.

					Only	because	it	all	depends	on	God	can	we	say	'yes'	when	Paul	writes:	
"Be	awake	to	all	the	dangers;	stay	Jirm	in	the	faith;	be	brave	and	be	strong.	
Let	everything	you	do	be	done	in	love."	1Cor.	16:13		Maybe,	during	these	
days	of	political	violence	and	vicious	name-calling,	one	of	the	most	
important	things	we	can	do	is	speak	respectfully	of	others.	We	need	to	
speak	the	truth	as	we	see	it;	and	we	can	disagree	forcefully,	but	we	
do	not	need	to	cut	people	down	by	slurring	their	race,	religion,	color,	
party,	accent,	mother's	heritage,	abysmal	lack	of	fashion	sense,	yada,	yada,	
yada...

Sara	welcomes	discussion,	by	text	or	phone,		at:	(402)	686-1693.

Bible Study begins in October
 
The Transition Team, in the mission effort of 
Grow, decided to offer an in-person Bible Study 
on Mondays in October. The meeting will take 
place at St. Luke’s, starting at 5:30 pm. It will last 
one hour.
 
The Bible Study will feature the Graphic Novel of Acts as created by 
Rev. Dr. Steve Thomason, Associate Professor of Spiritual 
Formation at Luther Seminary. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles (aka Acts) is part 2 of Luke’s gospel. Luke 
tells the story of Jesus in volume one (Gospel of Luke), and in 
volume two (Acts) he tells the story of how Jesus’ disciples take his 
message to the world.

Luke was not an apostle or an eyewitness to the life of Jesus, 
however, he is one of the best people to have written these stories. 
He was part of the apostle Paul’s traveling party during the last part 
of Paul’s story in Acts (the narration switches to first person in Acts 
16:10).
 
Paul was in prison for two years in Caesarea (see Acts 21-26). It is 
likely that Luke spent those two years investigating the life of Jesus 
and the early days of the church in Jerusalem. These eye-witness 
interviews with people like Mary, Peter, John, the Sanhedrin, etc. 
gave Luke the material he needed to write his two-volume history.
 
Please let Pastor, Brenda or Nancy know of your interest in 
participating so that appropriate supplies can be on hand.

Let	the	wise	listen	and	add	to	their	learning,	
and	let	the	discerning	get	guidance.

~	Proverbs	1:5

“Hear	my	words,	you	wise	men;	
listen	to	me,	you	men	of	learning.

~	Job	34:2

https://cartoonistbible.com/books/luke/
https://ref.ly/Acts%2016.10;nrsv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Acts%2016.10;nrsv?t=biblia


Join	Carol	Joy	Holling	Camp
24th	annual	Ashland	Camp	Classic,	
October	3,	2025
Four-Person	Scramble
Ashland	Golf	Course
16119	Highway	6,	Ashland,	NE	68003

11:00	am	Registration
Noon	Shotgun	Start

The	Camp	Classic	Golf	Tournament	is	important	to	raise	funds	for	our	
Campership	program,	which	helps	us	keep	a	promise	that’s	close	to	our	
hearts:	no	camper	is	turned	away	due	to	Jinancial	need.	Whether	golJing,	
sponsoring,	or	helping	spread	the	word	-	every	bit	of	support	makes	a	
difference.

To	sponsor	or	register	visit	NLOM.org/ashland-golf

Greetings,	partners	in	ministry!	We	are	grateful	to	have	had	the	
opportunity	to	share	the	love	of	Christ	and	discuss	the	unexpected	ways	
God	appears	in	our	lives	with	!	365	campers	at	Carol	Joy	Holling	and	
Sullivans	Hills	Camps	this	summer.

We	all	know	how	faith	comes	alive	when	we	step	outside	of	our	day-to-
day	routines	and	explore	faith	conversations	with	our	peers	at	camp.	We	
have	listed	opportunities	to	get	back	to	camp	this	fall	and	winter.

There	are	two	new	family	programs	this	fall:

Fall	Festival;	October	4.	Soar	down	the	zipline,	share	a	meal	together,	
and	close	the	evening	with	a	campJire	worship.	Whether	you’re	here	for	
family	fun	or	a	trip	down	memory	lane,	it’s	the	perfect	way	to	celebrate	
fall	at	camp!	(Cost	varies,	please	check	website	for	cost.)

Fall	KINnect;	November	1-2,	is	a	great	opportunity	for	campers	age	5	
through	4th	grade	to	spend	time	at	camp	in	the	fall	with	Mom,	Dad,	
Grandparent,	Godparent,	a	favorite	Aunt	or	Uncle,	or	any	special	adult	in	
their	life.	Come	spend	time	having	fun	and	worshiping	together.

Middle	School	Retreat;	October	17-19	or	November	7-9.	Join	us	for	a	
weekend	Jilled	with	adventure,	faith,	and	fun!	Through	outdoor	
challenges,	creative	projects,	and	moments	of	reJlection,	this	retreat	is	a	
chance	to	unplug,	recharge,	and	experience	God	in	a	new	way.	(Grades	
6th	-	8th;	Cost	$100.)

Mother	Daughter	Retreat;	November	15-16.	Strengthen	the	special	
bond	between	mother	and	daughter.	Together,	you’ll	enjoy	hands-on	
activities,	outdoor	adventures,	and	reJlective	devotionals	that	celebrate	
your	unique	relationship	while	deepening	your	faith.	(Ages	10-13;	Cost	
$160	per	pair)

For	questions	and	program	cost	checks,	please	contact	Laura,	Youth	
Programs	Specialist	at	LStalder@NLOM.org	or	call	402-944-2544.

27416	Ranch	Road
Ashland,	NE	68003

With	an	increased	need	for	food	security,	the	
Thrivent	Member	Network	-	Nebraska	Region	is	
hosting	a	Fall	Food	Shelf	Challenge.

Calling	and	inviting	everyone!

We	encourage	all	to	partner	with	one	another	in	collecting	over	500	
non-perishable	food	items	between	October	12th	through	November	
12th.	When	we	collect	over	500	items,	the	food	drive	will	be	
supplemented	with	a	Generosity	Multiplier	Gift	of	$500.00	courtesy	of	
the	Thrivent	Member	Network	-	Nebraska	Region.	The	gift	will	be	
directed	to	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	Food	Pantry.

Please	bring	your	donated	non-perishable	food	items	to	the	church	by	
November	12th	in	support	of	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	Food	Pantry!	

Do	you	know	a	family	in	need	of	diapers	and	
experiencing	Jinancial	needs?	The	church	ofJice	
has	Jlyers	available	upon	request	for	you	to	share	
with	anyone	who	is	facing	this	speciJic	need.	The	
Jlyer	is	sponsored	by	nebraskadiaperbank.org



This	year,	we	will	be	supporting	inCOMMON	Community	Development.	
This	agency	and	their	services	align	with	the	goal	to	help	families	and	
adults	who	deal	with	these	issues.

With	your	help,	100%	of	the	funds	raised	will	support	the	work	of:

So	…	Let’s	Go	and	Walk	for	Housing	Assistance

Date:	Sunday,	October	12,	2025
Location:	34th	and	Farnam	streets
Route:	1.25	miles	through	Dewey	Park	and	Blackstone	neighborhoods
Registration:	12:00	PM	–	1:00	PM
Agency	Talk:	12:45	PM
Walk	Begins:	1:00	PM
Walk	Festival:	12:00	PM	–	3:00	PM
Walkers	who	donate	will	receive	an	event	t-shirt!

The	Walk	Festival	includes:			Booths	–	Table	Grace	Food	Truck	–	RafJle	–	
Music	–	GaGa	Ball	–	Games	–	Bouncy	House	–	Ice	Cream	Sundaes

For	more	information,	please	contact:

Susan	Kawamoto	@	402.689.6200	or	Rebecca	Nichol	@	402.672.1586

• Partners	with	neighbors	to	
strengthen	vulnerable	
neighborhoods	so	that	every	
child	has	the	chance	to	grow	
up	in	a	safe,	thriving	and	opportunity-rich	environment	to	
include	safe	streets	and	play	spaces	as	well	as	affordable	housing.

• Rapid	redevelopment	in	certain	neighborhoods	have	made	it	
challenging	for	low-income	and	minority	residents	to	secure	
housing.	inCOMMON	Community	Development	purchases	and	
renovates	buildings	to	provide	affordable	housing	for	low	income	
families	and	adults.

The	Hand	Up	for	Housing	
Walk	returns	in	2025	for	its	
]ifth	year	of	raising	money	for	
housing	assistance	in	Omaha!

To	date,	we	have	raised	close	to	
$90,000	through	donations	and	
matched	funds!

Each	Personal	Care	Kit	will	include	2	Bars	of	
soap,	Bath	towel	(no	bigger	than	52”	x	27”),	
adult	size	toothbrush	in	its	original	package,	
a	comb	and	metal	nail	clippers.	The	current	count	of	items	is	as	follows:
Towels	-	40
Soap	-	144
Nail	Clippers	-	75
Combs	-	111
Toothbrushes	-	48

Without	setting	a	goal,	let’s	see	how	many	care	kits	we	are	able	to	collect	
and	assemble.

Personal	Care	Kits	will	be	assembled	November	2nd	following	
worship	service.	All	are	invited	to	stay	and	share	in	the	joy	of	
assembling	the	Care	Kits	together!

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	speak	with	Brenda.

Home	Jires	claim	seven	lives	every	day,	but	together	we	can	help	change	
that.		

Smoke	Alarms	Save	Lives

Did	you	know?	If	a	Jire	starts	in	your	home,	you	may	have	just	two	minutes	
to	escape.	The	best	way	to	keep	your	family	safe	from	home	Jires	is	to	have	
working	smoke	alarms.

We	are	offering	free	home	Jire	safety	information	and	smoke	alarm	
installations.	Appointments	take	less	than	30	minutes.

To	schedule	your	FREE	smoke	alarm	installation,	
visit	redcross.org/smokealarmNE	or	call	1-833-422-1751.
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Senility	Prayer

“Dear	God:	Grant	me	the	senility	to	forget	the	people	I	never	liked,	the	
good	fortune	to	run	into	the	ones	I	do,	and	the	eyesight	to	tell	the	
difference.”

~	via	Rev.	Harry	Mahoney,	Dedham,	MA

“If	you	Jind	joy	and	
happiness,	people	may	be	
jealous.	Be	happy	anyway.”

~	Mother	Teresa

Reprinted	with	permission	from	ChurchArt.com

Loaves and Fishes Pantry

Grace Lutheran Church
1326 South 26th Street

402-341-7730

The	Pantry	continues	to	reach	out	to	those	in	need	on	a	weekly	basis.	
Clients	of	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	Pantry	are	asked	to	park	along	
Poppleton	Street.	Participants	are	then	directed	through	the	alley	to	pick	
up	prepared	sacks	and	bags	of	much	needed	food	items.	The	Pantry	is	
in	need	of	clean	plastic	grocery	bags	and	paper	grocery	sacks!	
Please	continue	to	keep	the	Pantry	and	all	the	work	that	is	done	in	your	
prayers.		All	are	served	with	love	and	care.

Do	you	know	of	a	family	or	individual	in	need	of	food	assistance?	
Please	share	the	Pantry	information	with	them.	

Pantry is Open 10:00 - 11:00 am
Every Monday ~ Even Holidays!

Variety of fresh foods donated by 
Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods.

There	is	a	variety	of	volunteer	opportunities	for	anyone	interested.	
Call	the	church	ofJice	for	additional	information.	

Grace	Lutheran	and	St.	Luke’s		have	some	additional	
ways	that	you	could	contribute	without	spending	any	
out	of	pocket	funds.	

Register	your	Bakers	Plus	card	with	Kroger	and	choose	Grace	or	St.	
Luke’s	as	your	charitable	choice!	

Ronald	McDonald	House:	Save	your	pop	tabs.	They	use	the	proceeds	to	
pay	the	utilities.	A	box	is	provided	in	the	back	of	the	sanctuary	for	the	
tabs.	Our	most	recent	contribution	of	pop	tabs	brings	our	total	to	
129,000.

Eye	Glasses.	Do	you	have	old	eye	glasses	that	you	no	longer	use?	A	box	
is	located	in	the	back	of	the	sanctuary	to	place	them.	They	will	be	given	
to	the	Lion’s	Club	to	be	used	for	individuals	in	need.

The United Nations World 
Food Programme recently 
warned that acute food 

insecurity has reached an unprecedented high, affecting a 
record 349 million people — up from 135 million in 2019. That is 
a shocking statistic. ELCA World Hunger partners here in the United 
States and around the world are telling us about the financial strain 
caused by the rising hunger crisis, and we come to you 
humbly, asking for a donation.

Through ELCA World Hunger you support families as they address 
root causes of hunger and poverty through such multifaceted 
solutions as education, agricultural training and microloans for 
women. Our faith calls us to be in relationship with our neighbors, 
and that is what makes your partnership so important.

Path	Assist,	connects	you	to	the	resources	you	need	to	be	healthy	and	
improve	the	quality	of	your	life.	The	Path	Assist	program	is	designed	to	
help	you	conJidently	navigate	local	health	and	social	service	resources	
and	advocate	for	your	needs.	The	goal	of	Path	Assist	is	to	help	you	
address	issues	like	housing,	food,	transportation,	access	to	medicine,	
isolation,	and	more	before	they	become	serious	problems.	Path	Assist	is	a	
free	program,	you	can	sign	up	on	their	website	at:	www.path-assist.com/
gethelp	or	call	402-265-6551.

shared	by	lovetoknow.com

Specialty	Coffee,	Pastries,	Bagels,	Pizza,	Soup,	Salad,	Daily	Specials!
No	set	prices.	Community	Cafe	-	donate,	instead	of	pay.
Eat	here	-	feed	the	Community.

Visit	their	website	at:	tablegracecafe.com	for	additional	information	and	
to	learn	the	many	different	ways	you	can	donate.	

Help	us	Give	more	than	a	Meal.

Meals	that	Matter

The	power	of	77	resembles	our	drive	to	nourish	hungry	bodies	and	
sould,	and	in	honor	of	this,	we	are	raising	$77,000	around	the	3	key	
areas	of	Table	Grace.

Our	goal	is	to	raise	$231,000	total	for	meals,	food	truck,	and	10	day	
training	scholarships.

1611	1/2	Farnam	Street,	Omaha,	NE	68102

Hours	for	Breakfast	and	Lunch
Mon,	Tues,	Thur,	Fri	&	Sat.	from		7	-	2

Closed:	Wed	and	Sun

Looking	for	an	individual	or	couple,	who	are	able	to	drive	and	pick	up	
donations	from	Trader	Joe’s.	Donations	are	picked	up	at	7:00	am	and	
delivered	to	Grace	Church,	help	unload	donation	from	your	vehicle	
through	the	alley	door	where	volunteers	are	waiting	to	put	food	items	
away.	It	does	help	if	you	have	a	truck	or	SUV	to	handle	all	the	donation	
boxes.	Drivers	rotate	on	a	two-week	drive	and	four-week	off	schedule.	
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	speak	with	Greg	and	Janet	Hula	or	
Loren	and	Marsha	Moyer.	
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‘Happy	are	you…’
Matthew	5:3-12	begins	with	the	Beatitudes	of	Jesus’	Sermon	on	the	Mount.	
The	Greek	word	for	Beatirude	may	be	translated	as	either	“blessed”	or	
“happy”.	The	Jerusalem	Bible	uses	“happy”.	For	instance,	“Happy	are	those	
who	mourn;	they	shall	be	comforted”.
When	people	are	happy,	they	are	more	likely	to	smile	and	laugh	and	jump	
for	joy.
Jesus	was,	and	is,	a	healer.	Children,	sick	people,	and	troubled	people	are	
not	attracted	to	self-absorbed	depressives,	grouches,	and	joyless	and	
humorless	sad	sacks.

~	Cal	Samra;	The	Joyful	Christ:	The	Healing	Power	of	Humor	
Harper	Collins	(1985)	
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Hodgepodge	Humor

Last	time	I	was	at	the	airport,	the	attendant	asked	me,	“Has	anyone	put	
anything	in	your	baggage	without	your	knowledge?”
I	had	to	answer,	“How	would	I	know?”

Over	100	years	ago,	two	brothers	announced	they	could	Jly.	Turns	out	
they	were	Wright.

Ancient	Egyptian	architect:	“Do	you	know	how	to	build	a	pyramid?”
Ancient	Egyptian	builder:	“Well,	er,	yeah,	up	to	a	point.”

I’m	writing	about	all	the	things	I	ought	to	do	before	I	die.	It’s	called	an	
oughtobiography.

Why	do	some	people	throw	money	down	a	wishing	well	when	they	are	
wishing	for	money	they	will	never	get?

Can	I	give	a	penny	for	your	thoughts	without	having	to	listen	to	your	
two-cents	worth?

Between	us,	who	looks	more	alike?

The	owner	of	the	tuxedo	store	kept	hovering	over	me	when	I	was	
browsing,	so	I	asked	him	to	leave	me	alone.
He	said,	“Fine,	suit	yourself.”

Would	their	eyes	cross	if	two	hurricanes	bumped	into	each	other?

April	showers	bring	may	Jlowers	-	but	who	do	mayJlowers	bring?	
Pilgrims	of	course.

I	asked	my	wife	why	she	married	me.
She	said,	“Because	you’re	so	funny	and	make	me	laugh	so	much.”
I	told	her	I	thought	it	was	because	I	was	so	charming	and	good	looking.
She	replied,	“See?	You’re	hilarious!”

If	you	think	you’ve	blown	God’s	plan	for	your	life,	rest	in	this.	You,	my	
friend,	are	not	that	powerful.

You	are	the	light	of	the	World	-	So,	lighten	up!


