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Our Lenten Season has begun. In honor of the 250th
anniversary of the writing of “Amazing Grace,” this
worship series for Lent by theologian Michael Hoy
ties the words of the beloved song to our lives today
as Christ’s disciples. Those in the Bible who
experienced the amazing grace of God help us each
week to realize that though we once were lost in sin, we now have been found
by Jesus, and though we once were blind to God’s mercy, we now can see his
love at work in us through our Savior’s death and resurrection.

On Ash Wednesday we received the Imposition of Ashes. We focused on the
amazing grace of God King David experienced when he confessed his sins and
was forgiven. We experience that same amazing grace of God in confession
and forgiveness this Lent as we look toward the cross of Christ that made our
freedom from sin possible.

In our first midweek service, we will see God’s amazing grace at work in the
life of the prophet Isaiah, who proclaimed to God’s people the salvation that
was to come through the Suffering Servant. Our call in Lent is to speak that
same message of salvation found in the suffering and death of Jesus, who
came not to be served but to serve.

In our second midweek service, we will hear Jesus tell of the great love of a
father who lavished amazing grace upon the Prodigal Son, a picture of our
Heavenly Father’s lavish compassion toward us through his Son Jesus. We
were lost but now are found.

In our third midweek service, we will witness Jesus bringing sight to a man
born blind, giving the man the added spiritual vision to see the amazing grace
of God found in Jesus, who heals us all. We were blind but now we see.

In our fourth midweek service, we will listen to Jesus teach a woman at the
well of his amazing grace poured out for us abundantly, which satisfies our
thirsting souls for all eternity. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

In our fifth midweek service, we will marvel at the story of amazing grace in
the life of Paul, who turned from persecutor of Christ to proclaimer of our
Lord through the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. In the same way, the cross
of Christ changes us all from enemy to friend.

Continued.....

In the Maundy Thursday service that honors the 250th anniversary of the song
“Amazing Grace,” we will see that John experienced amazing grace in the
Lord’s Supper, humbly receiving the body and blood of Jesus in the bread and
wine. We experience this amazing grace, too, each time we partake in Holy
Communion.

The Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services will be in person. The
five mid-week services will be prerecorded and posted online to our YouTube
channel.

I hope you will take advantage of this delightful exploration of the amazing
grace that is ours in Christ Jesus.

Pastor Laaker

If“ElgT L%Q ENT Lent

Early Communion Class

Pastor Laaker will be offering an Early Holy Communion class for children
wishing to begin participation in Holy Communion. The class will be held on
Sundays following worship, March 12, 19 & 26. Children will then be able to
participate in receiving communion on Palm Sunday and Easter. Parents are
encouraged to attend with their child(ren).

We will be using an interactive edition of “A Place For You” by Daniel
Erlander as our study guide. Please let Pastor Laaker know if you plan to
attend. Class time will be 45-60 minutes each Sunday as noted above.
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Church

2023 Council Members

Ron Adrian Andrew Edwards Sarah Emery
Arlone Farber Ralph Fitle Greg Hula
COU n0|[ Eva Martin Brenda Spahr Pastor Laaker
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Officers Serving the Congregation:
Financial Secretary: Janet Hula ~ Treasurer: Ralph Fitle

Gathering _of Prayers We ask for prayers for Andrew Edwards during his
recovery, a nephew of a council member, people in Turkey and Syria in their
recovery efforts for earthquake victims, people of Ukraine and all affected by
the ongoing war, for all the victims of recent Mass Shootings, for all those in
mourning or dealing with the loss of a loved one, and in praise for the rain
which was a much needed blessing.

Devotions were led by Pastor Laaker, reading the selected verses in the “Daily
Texts” from Psalm 73:1 and Matthew 5:8. The first tells us that God is good to
God’s people. The second reminds us that God is good to all who believe in
the goodness that is God.

Election of Officers Council discussed and adopted a motion electing Sarah
Emery as Vice President, Brenda Spahr as Secretary of the Council, Janet
Hula as Financial Secretary and Ralph Fitle as Treasurer for 2023.

Visions for Ministry Do I Stay Christian? by Brian McLaren

Council discussed the Introduction, Chapters 1 & 2. The author will challenge
our history with truth, inviting us to continue improving on accepting people
as they are, learning and accepting differences in the world. Council looks
forward to reading and discussing chapters 3 and 4 for next month’s meeting.

Minutes The minutes of the regular January 2023 meeting of the council were
approved as printed.

Financial Secretary’s Report The report of the Financial Secretary, Janet
Hula, was presented and accepted by motion.

Treasurer’s Report The report of the Treasurer, Ralph Fitle, was presented
and accepted by motion.

Mission Share The monthly Mission Share contribution and the San Andres
contribution were both made in January — ending with 100% of our pledge for
both.

Continued...

Committee Reports
Christian Education No Confirmation class on Ash Wednesday.

Evangelism/Qutreach Council received a report from Vicki regarding OTOC.
Vicki, Mary, Arlone and Amanda are gathering and will assemble a basket to
be given for auction at the OTCO spring fundraiser.

Finance A good reminder was shared with Council, please be aware of hidden
fees when making final arrangements of any estates to be directed back to
Grace.

Property Council approved the bid from SOS Heating and Cooling to replace
the forced air furnaces and the roof top AC unit.

Tom Emery and Greg Hula will be helping Pastor change light bulbs in the
sanctuary before March.

The annual stormwater inspection has been scheduled.

Service/Social Ministry Celebration Cake donations continue to be given for
the Pantry distribution.

During March we will be collecting donations to assemble 60 Personal Care
Kits in support of the Lutheran World Relief efforts.

Support/Stewardship None.

Worship Simple meal of salad and pizza will be offered at 5:30 pm prior to the
Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 pm at St. Luke’s.

Jean Johnson will stay after the Ash Wednesday Service to help record the
Holden Evening Prayer music, all are welcome to stay and help sing for the
recording.

Augustana Lutheran Church has extended an invitation to join them for Good
Friday service on April 7th.

Unfinished Business Pastor continues his search for readers during the mid-
week Lenten services.

New Business None.

Announcements Pastor will be attending the Voyagers Conference during the
week of March 13-17, next Council meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday,
March 21st.

Grace will need two voting members to attend the Synod Assembly this June.

Arlone will prepare a prayer for next month.
Adjournment The Council meeting closed in prayer and adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Brenda Spahr, Secretary
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- And in their prayers for you their hearts will

%a%m ez ﬂ - go out to you, because of the surpassing grace -
3 > . God has given you.

,_&qﬂf 2 Corinthians 9:14 -

Please keep in your prayers the individuals listed below who have health
issues and concerns:

Vicki Cox Andrew Edwards
June Hilmer Samuel Mantzaris
Carolyn Matson Pam Reents

Marilyn Van Ormer Urbano Vasquez

Pray for wisdom for your Church Council here at Grace Lutheran.

Pray for the Council Members. Ask God to bless their ministry among us.
Pray for strength and spiritual wisdom for the leaders in the local church and
the Nebraska Synod:

Pastor Damon Laaker, Grace Lutheran Church
Bishop Scott Johnson, Nebraska Synod
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Bishop

Pray for the Sudanese community in general. Charles Tuw is the elder for the
Sudanese Worshiping Community.

Lets encourage each other as we see God'’s hand in answering our prayers.

Pray for our Shut-ins and Nursing Home residents: [

Vicki Cox - Home

Barbara Nelson - Life Care Center, Elkhorn
Rev. Terry Nielsen - Echo Hills

Marilyn Van Ormer - Home

Prayers

FOR
Healing
___________________________________________ |
i All of our homebound enjoy receiving mail, if you i
I would like to brighten their day, please call the i
I church office for any addresses you need. Blessings! i
1

Proverbs 22:6

My experience is an example of the proverb:
“Train children in the right way, and when
old, they will not stray” (Proverbs 22:6
NRSVUE). Money is actually a great topic to talk about with kids. If you
are a parent or caregiver, talk with your kids about the household
finances and the values that shape how you deal with money. If you
lead or influence ministry with children, create opportunities for kids to
give their offerings, and talk about ways we can be generous with each
other because God is generous with us. | invite you to imagine ways
you can share the ideas about stewardship—qgiving, saving, and
spending—with younger members of your community and see what
happens.

Stewardship
Make It Simple

| am grateful that | grew up on a farm and saw my parents demonstrate
many of the important stewardship principles. | hope that my work as a
pastor has been an influence for parents and caregivers to introduce
their children to thinking about and managing money from a Christian
perspective.

Pr. Laaker

D O . ex o 2023 Faith Partners Kickoff
v Habitat for Humanity March 25, 2023

of Omaha 8:45-10:30 am

Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church
15005 Q Street

Learn about Habitat Omaha updates and 2023 Faith Partner plans, share in
fellowship and enjoy eating breakfast with staff and volunteers.

All who are interested in learning and participating with Habitat this year
are welcome to attend the Faith Partners Kickoff. Information packets will
be provided at the event. Please visit habitatomaha.org/event/2023-faith-
partners-kickoff to register by Wednesday, March 22nd. For questions,
please contact Becky Vinton at bvinton@habitatomaha.org.

Thanks to our breakfast sponsor: th riVe n t.n.



For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.

CALLED

T0
SERVE

Ephesians 2:10

Thank you Mary for your weekly dedication running the
recording equipment every Sunday during worship service.

Thank you Ron, Donna and Brenda for taking care of the altar,
and preparing communion.

Thank you Mary, Janet, Donna, Ron, and Eva, for your faithful
dedication in helping assemble the monthly Grace Messenger!

Thank you to the Grace Reads Volunteers who go out and read
to second graders at Liberty Elementary School on the third
Wednesday every month.

Thank you Alma for keeping both Grace and St. Luke’s clean and
looking so welcoming to everyone who enters.

Thank you to Martinez Yard Care and their crew for removing
snow from the parking lot and sidewalks.

Thank you to all Loaves and Fishes Pantry Volunteers; for
delivering food items on Sunday mornings, unloading and
putting foods items away until Monday mornings, getting
everything ready for Mondays and in greeting and serving all
with smiles, care and love!

- Daylight Savings Time begins on

|

|
| Sunday, March 12th! Remember to | s 'NW
I re-set your clocks before goingto F WAQD
|

|

| sleep Saturday night.

9 — Andrew Edwards

12 — Mary Laaker
Carolyn Matson

......................................... 13 — Hannan Koka

- 14 — Suata Lewa

- 16 — Martina Koka

- 19 — Craig Helm

- 21 — Catlin Cuffe

- 22 — Marsha Moyer

: Regina Lewa

- 27 — Jayden Hegarty

- Happy Birthday in faith! May blessings
. be upon you! On your birthday,

- remember that you were wonderfully

- made by God and rejoice in God’s love.

- You are so blessed to be you and to

. share the amazing love of Jesus on your
. birthday! May God bless this day with

- more love than your heart can hold.

Nebraska Nebraska Brass is one of the Midwest’s most
popular brass quintets, performing a wide
Brass variety of music including classical,
35™ Anniversary Dixieland, a_nd jazz. The_ Nebrask_a Brass
celebrated its 35th anniversary in 2022 and
also received a Mayor’s Arts Award in 2013.Several programs are
available, including A Nebraska Brass Christmas, All-American Pops, and
other concerts featuring various musical styles. Nebraska Brass can also
customize a concert to suit the needs of the sponsoring community or
organization. Your audience will be entertained by the ensemble’s style
and precision, as well as their engaging and lighthearted commentary.

Nebraska Brass will be performing “Music from Around the World”
Concert at Grace Lutheran Church on Saturday, April 1st at 7:00 pm.

Volunteers will be needed, please speak with Pastor Laaker if you would
like to help make this festive event a sucess!

Y orfactUs  Sinal

NEBRASKA ARTS COUNCIL LOMNTGCT Us wll

> ACIMISSION

o 402-477-7899 Adults $12
) 402-477-8222 (fax) Seniors (65+) $10
LT AnAL SADOWMENT nb@artsincorporated.org Children Free

LIVELIHOOD www.artsincorporated.org/nb Students Free



Omaha Together
One Commumnity

Cordially invites you to
Our 14th annual Spring Fundraiser

Celebrating Community: 2023

Silent Auction * Cash Bar * Appetizers * Music

Join the fun at the OTOC Community Fundraiser on Sunday, March 26th
from 4:00 to 7:30 pm at the Omaha Design Center, 1502 Cuming Street.
Tickets in advance are $25, $30 at the door. Please join us for the Silent
Auction, Cash Bar, Appetizers and Live Music. Contact Vicki Cox if you
are interested in purchasing a paper ticket or go on line to purchase
tickets at otoc.org.

Bidding on auction items open vitually on Saturday, March 18th and
will close at 6:30 on Sunday, March 26th, the night of the event.

Rally4Kids
R < Lutheran Thursday, March 2, 2023
Family Services DJ Sokol Arena
701 Florence Blvd.

Rally 4 Kids, Investing in children, families, and futures.

Join us for a casual evening of fun, inspiration, and impact. Enjoy
entertainment, gourmet concessions, games, live auction, raffle, and
more! Doors open at 6:00 pm with games and high end concession
stand food. Program begins at 7:00 pm. Casual game day attire
encouraged. Rally for kids is our chance to celebrate children and
families.

Performance by Magician Ben Seidman, he is an award-winning
magician who has made appearances on the Netflix Original,
Brainchild, and Penn & Teller: Fool Us, on the CW. He is the Resident
Magician at Mandalay Bay, Resort and Casino in Las Vegas. Seidman’s
performances are high energy and packed with stand-up comedy and
world-renowned slight-of-hand.

COMMUNIT ommunity Relay is a free, online
@ REI. YC ity Relay f li

directory to help you find services and
support in your local community.
Starting with your zip code, you can search for local programs and
services for things like food, housing, job placement, transportation,
legal services and more. Community Relay is searchable in over 100
different languages and more than 155,000 organizations participate
nationwide! Community Relay is a free resource presented by the
Nebraska Health Network. Please visit - communityrelay.com and see if
you and someone you know can benefit from this helpful website!

Powered by findhelp

Lutheran Women of Omaha
Tuesday, March 14, 2023
12:00 Noon

Join us at St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, 510 N. 93rd St.

Cost: $7.00

Guest speaker is Mary Ann with Eastern Nebraska Office of Aging. Free
will offering will be directed to Eastern Nebraska Office of Aging.

Call Mardelle Gocek at 402-292-1328 by Sunday, March 12th to reserve
your seat.

Washed Ashore at Lauritzen Gardens

the river or ocean? Marine debris collected on Oregon'’s

beaches have been sculpted into giant sculptures of sea life.
LAURITZEN This exhibit illustrates the plastic pollution in our oceans
GARDEN Sand waterways. This epic exhibit includes a triggerfish, a

pair of grand penguins, and an 11 foot shark named
Chompers! This exhibit is designed to inspire conversation about
conservation and generate positive changes and behaviors towards the
environment. Washed Ashore will be on display until May 14th.

2%
1
I| Do you ever wonder what happens to debris thrown into

Lauritzen Gardens is open daily from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.



% Carol Joy

Prsed Your Thrivent Choice Dollars can have Holli C
THRIVENT a tremendous impact on an organization. 0 lng amp
CHOICE DOLLARS V’ Eligible Thrivent Financial members:
teday! " Show your appreciation for Grace The Heart of Camp Gala, Saturday, April 1

Join us for Fellowship, Silent Auction, Dinner, Awards & Live Auction

Luth hurch i i
utheran Church by directing your A View West Shores, 110 South 243rd Street, Waterloo, Nebraska

remaining 2022 Choice Dollars. You have until March 31, 2023 to direct

those 2022 dollars. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Carol Joy Holling Camp promises that no camper will be turned away

Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. because of their inability to pay. Each year, we directly help nearly
300 campers who need financial assistance to attend.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" The tenth annual Heart of Camp Gala will enable us to continue

This season of Lent, we will walk with people extending the invitation to more campers.

around the world afflicted by war, BASKETS
displacement, disease and poverty by
collecting and assembling Lutheran World
Relief Personal Care Kits.

Without the enerosity of our friends, none of this would be possible!

OF PROMISE

To buy tickets, make donations or learn more, visit
CarolJoyHolling.org/gala

During Lent, we will be collecting items each week to assemble 60
Personal Care Kits on Sunday, March 26th following worship services.

The Personal Care Kits provide basic sanitation and hygiene items for The 35th Annual Quilt Auction will be Saturday, July 29, 2023 at Carol
families who have lost their belongings in some of natures devastating Joy Holling Camp, Conference & Retreat Center.

disasters. These kits help individuals to stay healthy, clean, and preserve

personal dignity. The church office recently received a “Quilters Guide” Book for any

one or group who is interested in creating and working on a quilt to

Items needed to complete a Basket of Promise are: be donated for this summer’s Quilt Auction.

February 26th  Bar of Soap (4 to 5 oz., any brand, in original

wrapping). Quilts should be delivered to Carol Joy Holling Camp beginning June
March 5th Bath Towels (light-weight, maximum 527 x 277, 1st and before July 21st. Quilt Donation Forms are available in the

dark color recommended). church office.
March 12th Toothbrushes (adult size, in original packaging). ... n Ad n
March 19th Combs. < >
March 26th Nail Clippers (metal, attached file optional). March 18, 2023 is National Quilting Day! < >
You can be a part of this Lenten journey and bring an item or two and For more than 75 years, compassionate people just like vv

brighten the hope, faith, and future of an individual or a family

through Lutheran World Relief you have put their faith into action and made quilts for

people in need around the world. And not just a few quilts, nearly 28
million quilts! These gifts of love make life brighter, softer, and a bit
more comfortable for our neighbors around the world struggling with
chronic poverty, illness, natural disaster and conflict. THANK YOU.

There will be a basket in the back of the sanctuary to collect donated
items. If you have any questions, please speak with Brenda Spahr.



Lutheran Disaster Response brings
LUTHERAN God’s hope, healing arll)d renewalgto
C\) WORLD RELIEF people whose lives have been disrupted
by disasters in the United States and
around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to
provide ongoing assistance to those in need.

Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church
in the midst of disaster — following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing
to our neighbor in need. Some key areas of work include:

. Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been
affected by a disaster and for leaders who respond to a disaster
. Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates

. Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of
the community

. Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their
assets thereby reducing the effects of likely disasters

. Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs
months or even years after a disaster strikes

Prayers and donations for those impacted are always needed. Donations
made to Grace Lutheran Church with the memo line indicating “Lutheran

Disaster Response” will be forwarded to the Nebraska Synod office in
support of the many efforts ongoing right now.

TABLE .«

Nourishing Hungry Bodies and Souls

1611 1/2 Farnam Street
Omaha, NE 68102

New Hours for Breakfast and Lunch
Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri & Sat. from 7 - 2
Closed: Wed and Sun

Voices of Transformation Gala - Featuring Visual artist Paul Oman

Experience a Drawn to the Word worship and artistic experience where
Artist and Pastor Paul Oman will paint a larger-than-life-sized mural of
Table Grace’s Marketplace Worship before your eyes at St. Thomas
Lutheran Church, 17007 Q Street, Omaha, on Friday, March 10th, from
5:30 to 8:30 pm. This story will unfold artistically, musically, narratively
and Scripturally during the event. All are welcome. Come and see!

www.drawn-to-the-word.com

Loaves and Fishes Pantry

Grace Lutheran Church
1326 South 26th Street

402-341-7730

Pantry is Open 10:00 - 11:00 am
Every Monday B

Variety of fresh foods donated by
Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods.

All are served with love and care.

Staying within the CDC guidelines the Pantry
continues to reach out to those in need on a weekly
basis. During this time of reduced gatherings, clients
of the Loaves and Fishes Pantry have been driving

.9 through the alley and picking up prepared sacks and
bags of much needed food items. The Pantry is in
need of clean plastic grocery bags and paper
grocery bags! Please continue to keep the Pantry
and all the work that is done in your prayers.

' Do you know of a family or individual in need
- of food assistance? Please share the Pantry

- information with them. face masks

are encouraged

Lutheran South Pantry
4401 South 23rd Street
402-502-7070

Items that clients cannot purchase with their food stamps are always
appreciated: Dish Soap, Kleenex, Bar Soap, Deodorant, Toothbrush
and toothpaste, Feminine hygiene products, Hair products (combs,
brushes, picks), Bathroom tissue, Shampoo, Dry Laundry Soap,
Hand Sanitizer, Diaper wipes, and Diapers, especially sizes 6 and
pull-ups.

We always need paper or plastic bags.


https://www.themicahhouse.org/buddyprogram
https://bit.ly/3C8HMpU
mailto:aflater@themicahhouse.org

THANK GOODNESS
SPRING (S TUST

"You say you've been on hold for an
hour? Would you like to speak to a
phone rage specialist?"

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com

©Harley L. Schwadron : :
Reprinted vz'ith permission . Found on GOgg lel mages. .

Signs and Wonders

Sign outside Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren, Glen Arm, MD:
“The Best Vitamin for a Believer is B-1."
“Feeling down? Join us for a faithlift.”

Sign outside St. John’s Episcopal Church, Kingsville, MD:
“When you hold grudges, your hands aren’t free to catch blessings.”

~ Lorene Irving, Lutherville Timonium, MD

Sign outside an Episcoplan church
(with a photo of pallbearers carrying a coffin):
“Will it take si strong men to bring you back into the church?”

~ Unknown

Sign outside Lititz (PA) Moravian Church:
“GODISNOWHERE “Now read it again. “GOD IS NOW HERE.”

~via Pastor Dean Jurgen

_I_T'l' Season of Lent 'I'T_'_

LCWOWYYCOUHUTFSPYWEKTZIWPTES®G
UQ Il WI JzZJBGETHSEMANETDR QI
ZPSENEUJBPRTCETANMNEKTBIKIHG.I
DEWCESPMSLGRUGTDATMUDY I
BPJUBURIYMBFTOERETKUJIQVC?IZ
A XDSCSVUGAONQQDZ CXGLXSMIM
RTPALMSUNDAYMBOIXETEKTFGTGK
ANRUJZAYFXEUJIUDASNIXTEHA ASTEHR
BYNY ZYOI!ITVINRITAGEKO QFTCXN
B 1 ZQl SEUCHARISTPOHUIFORS
AAK Il ASHWEDNESDAYOYEAMTZ
S KWV FCAEPAYSRLVODPRTLASKX
S OUCQHSV I SUUFLFXTFIKUXRTK
CRUCIFI XVOGRPIOJRTSCYARQ
APOSTLES SNMVYRXUHSI JAMMLS
VDPCQVKCYNHEAETLTPDTC CLGAA AR
FMEDEMQRIXXETGCTNEMATZETDSGS SSG
PMTBUPUJODAPTIJIXNHYGMUDTR
FUEBOPLSZTY | MPTZETZSBAASSC
CBRTVZIYSBOGOIX QKDAIKSSTLUZ
N KML ZDESBMYNIBMATDSXETPSEB
S X XUl CQLZBLPNLUJQFQAKNTPEK
DY TZVWCHRISTIANITYUVETES?S B
YPONTI USPILATETLT CETZKHUSTR RSG
Palm Sunday Lent Jesus Good Friday
Crucifix Barabbas Tomb Resurrection
Peter Jerusalem God Eucharist
Cross Ash Wednesday Wine Last Supper
Pontius Pilate Pentecost Mary Magdalene Judas

INRI Gethsemane Easter Christianity

Apostles
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